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Etiquette & Ethics for seekers 

Etiquette to consider at Ritual or event (not uncommon for public ritual to be someone’s first exposure) 

 If you aren’t sure what to wear/bring/do – ask! Hopefully invitations will include key 

information, but it’s okay to ask if it doesn’t. 

 Some public rituals will point out specific individuals to speak to if you have questions 

during and/or after the ritual/event, but if you’re unsure and the ritual/event has 

begun, follow along respectfully as you would if attending any other sort of event for 

another religion (ex. Family baptism, wedding, etc.) 

o That said, if you aren’t sure what a specific hand gesture represents, you do not 

have to do it.   

 Clothing, tools and jewelry at ritual are often considered personal and even sacred or 

magically dedicated.  These shouldn’t be touched or handled without permission. 

 There are many different paths and traditions and it’s expected to experience 

differences in the structure and content of ritual between groups even of a similar path 

(ex. The different traditions of Wicca).  It would be disruptive to call out differences 

during ritual, but afterward, it could be a good point of conversation if you have 

questions.  (Example: Some groups call Spirit, others don’t.  Some will cast circle before 

ritual begins, others will cast as part of the start of the ritual.) 

 Avoid physical contact without permission ex. Hugs – if you want to offer a hug, ask. If 

someone tries to embrace you without your permission, you can hold out your hand or 

just say that you aren’t a “hugger”. 

 If you meet people at a ritual/event and then meet them in another context (ex. At the 

grocery store), you should avoid “outing” them, unless you know that they are open and 

out about their religious beliefs in their everyday life.  There are many reasons why 

someone may not be 100% open about following a pagan tradition, and each person’s 

individual wishes should be honored. 

 You should find out what is expected in the event that you need to leave early, or use 

the restroom, etc.  Some groups cast an energetic boundary for their rituals that is 

important you not break without talking to them first.  Some groups may cast the 

boundary wide enough to encompass facilities, some may have a pre-setup doorway to 

enter/exit the boundary, and others may have to individually allow people in and out of 

the circle (called “cutting” someone in or out) 

Ethical topics that should be considered by seekers before committing to working with an individual or 

group: 

 Groups and/or individuals with whom you may be seeking to study should be able to explain 

their position on whatever ethical questions you bring up.  If they are unable or unwilling, this 

should be a red flag.   Many groups have key ethical topics covered in a code of ethics on their 

website.  Ethical Topics that a seeker may want to inquire about include: 

o Sexual relationships between group members (including students/teachers) – is this 

considered acceptable?  Is it expected for one to advance? 

o Nudity at ritual  
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o Working magic/spells that involve impacting someone else’s free will 

o Charging money for spells/magical workings 

o Charging money for classes 

o Doing spells/magical workings for others 

o Expectations around use (or not) of drugs or alcohol before/during/after 

rituals/gatherings 

o Expectations around taking classes/learning from others while working together 

o Respect for intellectual property – both in how and when a teacher or group expects his 

or her work/teachings to be cited, and in how a teach or group cites the work of others 

The intent of the discussion at the Paths and Traditions Fair is not to answer what is or isn’t ethical on 

these topics, but rather to discuss the fact that it is incredibly important that seekers think about what 

their own ethical code is and what items are most important, so that they can choose a teacher or group 

with whom they are compatible. 

 


